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Incentives to 
get students to 
read through a 
book club

We Day 2016 
inspires staff 
and students to 
be the change

MADD teach-
es us about the 
harms of drink-
ing and driving 

Gr. 11 student, Zach Berriault, helps to organize the food dontated for the food drive. 

 The annual Thanksgiving food 
drive at St. Theresa’s ended on Oc-
tober, 6th, being an overall success. 
Students were asked to bring in any 
non-perishable food items, such as 
soups or other canned food, and to 
bring them down to the chapel to be 
collected. The food drive collected a 
total of over 1300 food items, a suc-
cess for this year’s contribution. 
 The classes with the most 
contributions were listed on October 
7th, first place being Mrs. Gignac, 
second place was Mr. Dalziel and 
finishing with Mrs. Dalziel in third 
place. Houses with the biggest con-
tributions were also listed, first place 
being Green house, with a total of 190 
points added, followed by Gold and 
Blue tied with 175 points each and 
Red house in last place with a total of 
160 points collected.
 The food contributions will 
be donated to the local food banks in 
the Toronto and Midland area to help 
starving families who can’t afford to 
feed themselves everyday and gives

them a thanksgiving dinner to enjoy.
 Renee Alkass, student president, 
was happy to see the outcome of the 
fundraiser. “I think it’s great that people 
chose to participate in something that 
really is important. Not a lot of families 
can afford to feed themselves and it’s 
important that, as a community, we can 
come together and help each other out.”
 Renee also hopes that next year’s 
fundraiser will be even better. 
 “It’s important that we have 
results like this yearly because local food 
banks are always looking for donations,

especially around thanksgiving. It’s just 
a great way to give and that’s what the 
month of October is really about, with 
Halloween and everything.”
 The contributions were sent out 
to food banks in the area, giving every-
one a chance in the midland area to enjoy 
thanksgiving.
 A big thank you to all the staff 
and students at St. Theresa’s who emptied 
their cupboard to give to those less fortu-
nate.  
 Written by Emma Knudson

Thanksgiving 
Food Drive a 

Success
Local food banks benefit 

from the efforts of 
St. Theresa’s students

Created by the Grade 11 Media Studies Class



THUNDER News
Drivers encouraged to slow down

New speed bump and stop sign installed.

A new stop sign and speed bump near the smoking area is designed to cut down speeding in the parking lot. 

caused damage to a neighbouring 
home and cases where students were 
parking their cars on the grass near 
the section instead of the parking lot.
 Mrs. Leduc, vice principal of 
St. Theresa’s, explained the reasoning 
behind the decision. 
 “The school administration 
made the decision based on the 
complaints coming into city council 
from residents who lived near the St. 
Theresa’s area.”
 Mrs. Leduc also spoke about 
the many problems from student 
drivers. 
 “They need to realize that 

driving is a privilege and they need 
to be safe drivers in order to protect 
others in the community.”
 According to Leduc, there 
has been a change in the amount 
of speeding incidents in the area 
because of the speed bumps and 
the complaints have seized in the 
community in regards to dangerous 
drivers.
 Written by Emma Knudson

 Questions have arised in re-
gards to the new speed bumps put up 
in the school parking lot, particularly 
near the smoking section. 
 Students standing near the 
area will notice that the road going 
from the section through the school 
roadway is full of speed bumps de-
signed to reduce speeding in stu-
dents. 
 There have been many cases 
of speeding in the area, along with 
general complaints from neighbours 
living around the school. Incidents 
have been occurring around the area, 
such as a fire started by students that



THUNDER News
Drivers encouraged to slow down MADD partners 

with St. Theresa’s to 
show the impact of 

drinking and 
driving

 Thursday October 6th was our school’s presen-
tation on impaired driving and the effects it can have 
on families and friends. The presentation was attended 
by St. Theresa’s grade 9 and 10 students.
 The video showed first a scenario involving 
drunk driving with actors and then three stories about 
different families who had been affected by impaired 
driving before. The stories were eye opening and aimed 
to show the students that it is a conscious decision to 
drive impaired and that it is always the wrong choice. 
 The message of the video was very straightfor-
ward but meant to grab the attention of all the students 
who will eventually become drivers. “You shouldn’t 
drink and drive because you could put others in dan-
ger,” said Josie, a grade ten student who watched the 
presentation. 
 Many of the students at the presentation saw 
impaired driving from a different point of view and 
were very touched by the different families losses.  “ 
It was sad, touching, and makes you think of how it 
can happen to anyone. Not just on tv, it can happen 
to people you really know,”  said Mackenzi, a grade 10 
student. 
 Drinking and driving can affect your judge-
ment, reaction time and perception. Statistics from 
MADD Canada say that everyday, on average 4 cana-
dians are killed and 175 injured in impairment related 
crashes. That’s between 1,250 and 1,500 people killed 
annually. 
 Although every students took the message 
differently in context to their own lives, the main obvi-
ous message that MADD wants to get across to young 
drivers is that driving impaired is wrong. 
 Written by Zsofia Hatvani and Matthew 
Erichko

Thunder Radio 
hits the air waves

Aaron and Mikayla promoted Thunder Radio at Particiganza

 This month, St. Theresa’s Thunder Radio made its debut.
 Teacher, Mr. Dalziel came up with the idea when a student 
a few years ago asked him why we didn’t have a radio station.  He 
thought that was a really good question, so he decided to start 
one himself.
 “I think radio is a powerful medium, and something the 
whole school can participate it,” said Mr. Dalziel.
 He decided to put together a booth at Particiganza back in 
September to see how many students would be interested.  Many 
students who share his love of music signed up to be a part of 
Thunder Radio.
 Starting in early October, Mr. Dalziel and the Thunder 
Radio students started playing music prior to the first bell in the 
morning.  
 “The students come up with the true ideas and we channel 
them into the music that we are going to play,” said Dalziel. 
 Currently the club only plays one song a day, but Mr. 
Dalziel hopes to be putting on full radio shows for the second 
semester. 
 Written by Jacob Lizotte and Avery Sandy



Outers Club First Timer 
Experiences the Bruce Trail

 On the evening of Satur-
day, October 1st, I was packing 
my bag, organizing my clothes, 
and equipment and getting ready 
for my first experience with the 
Outers club and  the hike I would 
be participating on the next day 
on the Bruce Trail.
 I woke up bright and early 
on Sunday to shower before the 
4-day long trip. I got to the school 
roughly around 6:50am and met 
up with my girlfriend (who was 
also new to the outers club with 
me) and few friends that were 
joining me on the trip.
 By 7:10 we were wall 
packed up and ready to begin 
driving to our destination. It was 
about a 8hr drive to the Bruce 
Trail from the school, with few 
stops along the way.

So after the long bus ride from 
Midland to the Bruce trail we 
finally got to the campground, 
we got into our small groups and 
started putting up tents. When we 
first started I was kinda awkward 
and felt useless because I couldn’t 
remember how to put up a tent 
(don’t judge me) after my tent 
mate started I quickly figured it 
out. It was pretty easy after that, 
yes the tent looked a little rough 
but it was good enough to sleep 
in and keep us dry.
 The first day was pretty 
calm, we went on a very small 
hike, and just stayed at the camp-
ground for the rest of the night. 
At the site we would make our 
own dinner and play cards for the 
rest of the night.
 The next morning we all

got up and it had slightly rained 
the night before so everything 
was kinda damp and miserable, 
but it didn’t seem to bother any-
body.
 Everyone made their 
breakfast and then was separated 
into two hike groups. I felt pretty 
with the group I was in, it was 
small and had all the people I 
know in it. 
 We began our hike and 
it was great. The teachers were 
pretty lenient and weren’t very 
controlling which made the hikes 
that much better. During the hike 
we would peer over cliffs and sit 
on ledges, and climb a variety of 
obstacles and I loved every bit of 
it. During the hike I found myself 
mainly staying with my girlfriend 
(who made the trip that much 
more enjoyable being able to 
experience it all with her) and her 
new friend Madi.
 Throughout the hikes the 
three of us stayed together and 
became pretty close. Which was 
odd for me because I’m a pret-
ty anti-social person, but it felt 
easier to talk to people on the 
hike. I found that the whole trip 
made me much more relaxed. 
Before the the trip I was so wor-
ried about meeting new people, 
and all the school work In would 
be missing. But as soon as I was 
there and we started hiking, all 
my worries went away. It was 
blissful.

THUNDER Events



 During the hike I would have 
lots of time to think and just 
relax. The hikes were great, and I 
enjoyed every bit of it. Once the 
hike ended we returned to the 
campsite we all just hung out, ate 
and played cards for the rest of 
the night.
 The next day we did the 
same thing but a different trail, 
it was still so much fun, we ex-
plored and got to see so much 
beautiful scenery, and then re-
turned back to the camp to relax 
for the rest of the night.
  Finally it was the last day, I 
woke up early to pack all my stuff 
away. It was a beautiful morning, 
and some had already got a fire 
going. I packed all my stuff away, 
and went out to brush my teeth 
then sat by the fire. A few other 
people were up, but I didn’t really 
talk to anyone. I sat by the fire 
and enjoyed the silence for a bit
longer and read my book.

 A little bit later everyone 
started to get up and pack their 
tents and gear away. The trip was 
over. Everyone boarded the bus 
after breakfast and we began our 
bus ride home. Even the bus ride 
was full of energy and excitement 
and laughter.
 Now the trip is over, and 
as I write this article I miss the 
trip so much. It was an amazing 
experience. I would definitely go 
on it again.Over this trip I made 
a new friend which is impressive 
for me, I got to enjoy my first real 
hike with my girlfriend and close 
friends, I got to relax and relieve 
stress, and I’m feeling alot health-
ier and psychically better. It’s 
great.
 Overall I really enjoyed the 
trip with the Outers Club; it was 
an amazing experience and I can’t 
wait to join them again next time.
  
 By Caleb Ladouceur

  On Friday, October 14th the girls 
in St. Theresa’s book club ‘A Novel Idea’ 
held a book club bake sale during junior 
and senior lunch to raise money for the 
girls in the club that could not afford to 
buy a book. 
 It was a great success and every-
one enjoyed the many goodies available. 
There were chocolate chip cookies, 
banana muffins, oreo cupcakes, brownies 
and many more. 
 The girls in the book club raised 
a whopping $194.25 and it will all go 
towards the girls in the club who unfor-
tunately can’t afford to pay for the books. 
The goal was for all of the members to 
make 2 dozen of what they were selling 
and to sell all of it. Overall the book club 
girls are very proud of their turnout and 
are astounded by how much money they 
raised. 
 Mrs. Leroux is not leaving out 
the boys who like to read.  She is also 
promoting a “Guys Get Reading” pro-
gram at the school. Boys were invited 
to the library during lunch to see what 
the library has to offer and to sign out 
a book.  Just by signing out a book, 
students were entered in to a raffle to 
win cool prizes such as gift certificates 
to Sport Chek and local restaurants.  
The boys were also treated with a pizza 
lunch.
 Any boys and girls who like to 
read are invited to join the reading pro-
grams at any time throughout the year.  
Come see Mrs. Leroux in the library.
 Written by Kirsten Wright

Book Clubs 
are Thriving 

at St. T’s



THUNDER Funnies
Boys Golf Team 

Competes at OFSAA

By Jacob Rice



THUNDER Arts
Welcome to Bayside Incarceration Centre

 Earlier this month, the Boys Golf Team went to the 
Saugeen Golf and Country Club in Port Elgin to compete at 
OFSAA. 
 The boys did great, after the first round they were 
placed  third. The next day was not as strong and they boys 
ended up in 8th place out of 20 teams.
 The golfers were, Adam Jordan, Owen Bell, Patrick 
Brown and Garrett Watson.
 Grade 11 student Adam was a little bit disappointed 
with their final place. “After the first day we were only four 
shots off the lead and sitting pretty in 3rd place but a few 
bad rounds the next day took our chances of taking home a 
medal away.”
 Mrs. Lafrance, the coach of the team, was very proud 
of their success.  She feels the only thing stopping them from 
winning next year is consistency and their short game.  
 Written by Harrison Bell

Boys Golf Team 
Competes at OFSAA

THUNDER Sports
X Country Runners
off to a great start 

 This year there were 25 students who signed up for 
the cross country team. 
 Junior boy Nathan Edwards has had great success so 
far this yea. He has qualified for OFSAA in Port Hope and 
will be running his final race Saturday November 5th 2016.  
  The midget girls, Megan Corsini, Kennedy 
Leroux, and Emily Wickett ran competitive races all year and 
improved with each race. 
 Mrs. Laurin, along with Mr. Dalziel, is one of the 
cross country coaches. She loves the students, and the fact 
that the sport is outside,  She loves coaching this sport at this 
time of year because of all and all the nice colours. She also 
enjoys how the students are being active and that they’re get-
ting involved in after school activities. She also loves to run, 
so this way she gets to do her favorite activity right along 
with the students.  
 Written by Stephanie Borso and Amanda Moreau

 The Grade 11 drama 
students took us to a scary 
place and locked us up at their 
annual haunted house on Oc-
tober 28th 2016.
 The cost of the haunt 
was 2 dollars and all proceeds 
raised go to the Georgian 
cancer foundation. Every-
one in the class has different 
parts and they work together 
to accomplish them. “We get 
to choose and plan our own 
parts” said Elora Ives, a grade 
11 drama student.
 Payge Dayler grade 11 
drama student shares how 

they choose a theme this year. 
“We were split into groups to 
brainstorm many different 
ideas and then as a class we 
narrowed down our options 
and chose what we thought 
would be the best and easiest 
to portray.”
 It took them eight 
classes to prepare, they dedi-
cated their time to make sure 
that this haunted house scared 
everyone. “It’s definitely worth 
all the work in the end. To 
plan and execute the haunted 
house, we all can’t wait to see 
the reaction” Drama student

Emily Adams said.
 “The makeup was 
great, it was scary. The scari-
est part was when the patient 
was in the hospital bed,” said 
student Zsofia Hatvani.
 Everyone enjoyed the 
haunted house. “I’d go again, 
with friends so I could see 
their reactions to the haunted 
house,” said student Rebecca 
Lawler. 
 All their hard work 
and effort has paid off because 
all the students had a blast 
being scared! 
 By: Abby Hebner

Grade 11 Drama student 
Hannah Black in character.



THUNDER Life

The stage was set for WE Day and 39 St. Theresa’s students. 

 We Day is an event held in 
Toronto, as well as 13 other cities in 
Canada, the U.S and the U.K. that is 
put on to bring awareness to child 
poverty and slavery, while inspiring 
students to change the world. Since 
We Day events started in 2007, it has 
gained a massive following of young 
people who want to make a change in 
the world. Students from all around 
Ontario, and our very own St. There-
sa’s students attended the fun and in-
spiring event on October 19th, 2016.
 We Day, previously knows 
as  Free The Children, which later 
turned into Me to We was created by 
Candians Craig and Marc Kielburger 
over 20 years ago, when Craig was 
just 12 years old. For the years to 
follow, Craig, Mark, their friends and 
classmates were determined to help 
children forced into child labour and 
try to help families be removed from 
poverty. 
 In the early hours of October 
19th, 39 of our students from grades

9-11 boarded a bus for the journey 
to the Air Canada Centre in Toronto. 
When the students arrived, they sat 
down and experienced an inspiration-
al and fun presentation full of celeb
rity appearances and performances. 
Zendaya was the host, with Jason 
Derulo performing twice. Alongside 
him, Macklemore, Hedley and Gord 
Downie performed. Many other well
known people made inspirational 
speeches such as olympian Penny 
Olesiak, Winnie Harlow, a model with 
vitiligo, and Canadian astronaut Chris 
Hadfield. These people, among many 
others made speeches to the students 
that would inspire them to embrace 
themselves, follow their dreams and 
change the world. Craig and Marc 
Kielburger, the creators of We Day, 
also made an appearance.
 Tatiana Fisher, a grade 11 
student, explained what We Day 
means to her, “We Day means a time 
to become inspired about doing great 
things for other people. It’s like a day  

where you get to learn all these great 
ways to help people and how to come 
together as a community and I think 
that’s so motivating.”
 When young people come to-
gether and learn how they can change 
the world, it is a truly motivating 
experience, and really makes you want 
to make a change. A lot happened at
We Day, and Abigail Hebner, also a 
grade 11 student, commented on her 
favourite part, “I loved the perfor-
mances completely.
 However, I also really enjoyed 
listening to the speakers and hearing 
all of their stories”. We Day is a truly 
memorable experience, and many 
times, students leave with changed 
perspectives on the world. They view 
things in a different way after hearing 
what many people have gone through 
and how they can help make the 
world a better place.
 Tatiana Fisher spoke about if 
she has changed after attending We 
Day, “Definitely. The experience of we 
day showed me that although every-
one in the world may follow different 
religions, or follow different cultures 
altogether, we have the ability to come 
together, and accomplish amazing 
things”. 
 Toronto was one of many We 
Day events that are happening all 
over the world. We Day is a truly life 
changing experience, and any student 
who went would surely recommend 
you take a look at what We Day is all 
about. If you are interested in We Day 
or want to learn how you can help, 
visit we.org for more information. 
 Written by Kyla Canzanese

St. Theresa’s Students attend WE DAY



Blue House Barricudas Red House Raiders 

Green House Lumberjacks Gold House Argonauts 

House Sytem Update
Grade 9 Orientation

Red House- 4th place
Green House- 3rd place
Gold House- 2nd place
Blue House- 1st place

Fall Food Collection

Blue House- 4th place
Red House- 3rd place
Green House- 2nd place
Gold House- 1st place

Terry Fox Collection

Gold house- 4th place
Red House- 3rd place
Blue House- 2nd place
Green House- 1st place

Current Standings

Red House- 4th place
Gold & Blue House- 
Tied for 2nd
Green House- 1st place

THUNDER Fun



THUNDER Faith
Sad goodbyes and new beginnings...

 On Monday, October 3rd, 
St.Theresa’s Catholic High School 
we welcomed our new Priest - 
Father Michael - with a mass. 
 Father Michael is from 
Thornhill, Ontario and is replac-
ing Father Paul who moved to 
Oshawa to be a Priest in St. Ger-
trude’s Parish. 
 Mr. Gignac, Chaplin at 
St.Theresa’s said, “I think the stu-
dents have adjusted well to Father 
Michael.  I think the student body 
will see how much he cares for 
students and they will learn to 
like him as much as Father Paul.”
 Pairing a new priest with a 
school or school district is dealt 
with at a higher level.  
 “The Archdiocese re-as-
signs them, usually it is the Priest 
in the local perish. However, 
in our case we have been given 
permission to bring in a Priest 
that we both (local Priest and us) 
approve of,” said Mr. Gignack. 
 Father Michael loves our 
school and community.  He en-
joys working with youth, 
 St. Theresa’s students look 
forward to seeing what he brings 
to the school and also seeing him 
again in mass.  Our next mass 
is scheduled for late November 
when we begin the season of lent.  
 Written and researched by:
Kirsten Wright, Emily St. Amant 
and Abbi Hebner. 
  

Father Michael is our new priest here at St. Theresa’s.  



A Reading from...

Prayer of the Month Motivational Quote
Father in Heaven, Creator of all and source of 
all goodness and love, please look kindly upon 
us and receive our heartfelt gratitude in this 

time of giving thanks. 

Thank you for all the graces and blessings. You 
have bestowed upon us, spiritual and tempo-
ral: our faith and religious heritage. Our food 
and shelter, our health, the loves we have for 

one another, our family and friends. 

Dear Father, in Your infinite generosity, 
please grant us continued graces and blessing 

throughout the coming year. 

This we ask in the Name of Jesus, Your Son and 
our Brother. Amen.

Gospel, Luke 17:5-10
5 The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith.’

6 The Lord replied, ‘If you had faith like a mustard seed you could say to this mulberry tree, “Be 
uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it would obey you.

7 ‘Which of you, with a servant ploughing or minding sheep, would say to him when he returned 
from the fields, “Come and have your meal at once”?

8 Would he not be more likely to say, “Get my supper ready; fasten your belt and wait on me while I 
eat and drink. You yourself can eat and drink afterwards”?

9 Must he be grateful to the servant for doing what he was told?

10 So with you: when you have done all you have been told to do, say, “We are useless servants: we 
have done no more than our duty.” ‘


